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The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is calling for the 
ban on neonicotinoid pesticides to be extended 
indefinitely. Since the ban began on 1st December 
2013, a large body of evidence has accumulated which 
suggests neonicotinoid pesticides are having a 
detrimental impact on a wide range of non-target 
organisms, including bumblebees. This evidence 
includes comprehensive findings from semi-field and 
laboratory studies, and whilst each particular 
experiment, looked at singularly, can be debated with 
regards to its merits and flaws, it is clear when looking 
at the evidence base as a whole, that neonicotinoids 
pose an additional threat to our wildlife. 
 
Pesticide exposure is not the only threat to our wildlife. 
Bumblebee populations are threatened by multiple, 
interacting factors, including pesticide exposure, but 
also habitat loss, the importation of parasites diseases, 
and the potential effects of climate change. 
Neonicotinoid exposure interacts with these other 
threats and exacerbates them, bees poisoned by 
neonicotinoids are less able to combat disease and 
forage for food, and therefore less likely to produce a 
successful colony. Of all the interacting drivers of bee 
declines, pesticide exposure is potentially one of the 
easiest for us to reverse.  
 
From the 1st January 2014 it has been a requirement 
under the EU Sustainable Pesticide Directive, that all 

agricultural professionals in each of the EU member 
states adopts the principles of Integrated Pest 
Management. These principles require farmers to 
minimise chemical inputs, opting for the least 
environmentally damaging options in the first instance, 
with pesticides being used as a last resort. These very 
principles are in direct opposition to the way in which 
neonicotinoids have been used in the past, where they 
have been used as seed coatings in a prophylactic 
manner - as a first case scenario, with or without any 
indication of pests. 
 
We understand that there has to be a balance. We 
need to be able to manage pests and grow food, but 
we need to do so in a sustainable way. We believe that 
the adoption of Integrated Pest Management is a good 
move and one which will help steer us away from 
automatically opting for the chemical approach. We 
are calling for manufacturers to develop alternative 
pest control technologies which have less impact on 
non-target organisms and are both easy and cost-
effective for farmers to use. 
 
 

Links to further information 
 
The Task Force on Systemic Pesticides website 
http://www.tfsp.info/  
 
A restatement of the natural science evidence base 
concerning neonicotinoid insecticides and insect 
pollinators (Godfray et al. 2014) 
 
A restatement of recent advances in the natural 
science evidence base concerning neonicotinoid 
insecticides and insect pollinators (Godfray et al. 2015) 
 
The European Academies Science Advisory Council 
Policy report 26: Ecosystem services, agriculture and 
neonicotinoids (2015) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neonicotinoid pesticides are a class of chemicals 
designed to target the nervous system of pest 
species that consume crops. In 2013, in response to 
concerns raised that they may be causing harm to 
other beneficial insects, specifically bees, the 
European Commission (EC) exercised the 
precautionary principle to restrict the use of the 
three most widely used neonicotinoids on crops 
and ornamental plants which are attractive to bees. 
A call for new evidence relating to the effects of 
neonicotinoid pesticides on non-target organisms 
was issued and this evidence is set to be reviewed 
by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) by 
the end of January 2017, after which the EC will 
review the current status of the three banned 
neonicotinoids, imidacloprid, clothianidin and 
thiamethoxam. 
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